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SUBJECT: KING HASSAN APPOINTS FIRST SAHRAOUI TO MINISTERIAL POST 

1 . KING HASSAN II ON APRIL 19 NAMED KHALID HANNA OULD 
RACHID AS SECRETARY OF STATE IN THE PRIME MINISTER S 
OFFICE. RACHID IS THE FIRST SAHRAOUI TO OCCUPY A CABINET 
POST IN THE GOM. HIS RESPONSIBILITIES WERE NOT ANNOUNCED. 

WE UNDERSTAND HE WILL BE ASSIGNED GENERAL DUTIES AND HELP 
MANAGE PAPER FLOW IN ESSENTIALLY A TRAINING POSITION 
DESIGNED TO PREPARED HIM FOR MORE IMPORTANT POSITIONS 

IN FUTURE. 

2. BIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION: WE HAVE LITTLE 
BIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION ON OUL RACHID, WHO IS ABOUT 35 
YEARS OLD. SPAIN MADE HIM SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE PRO- 
INDEPENDENCE SAHRAOUI NATIONAL UNION PARTY (PUNS), 

FOUNDED IN 1974-75 AS PART OF EFFORT TO CREATE 

A PRO-SPANISH INDEPENDENT SAHARA. IN MAY 1975, HOWEVER, 

RACHID RALLIED TO MOROCCO, BRINGING THE FUNDS OF THE PUNS 
TREASURY WITH HIM. 

3. RACHID HAS BEEN DESCRIBED BY A MOROCCAN ACQUAINTANCE 
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AS FAIRLY BRIGHT, BRASH. AND EXTREMELY AMBITIOUS. HE IS 

SAID TO BE UNHAPPY WITH MOROCCAN TREATMENT OF 

SAHARANS AND THE LACK OF SAHARANS IN THE ADMINISTRATIVE 

APPARATUS OF THE NEWLY-ABSORBED TERRITORY. HE HAS TRAVELED 

ABROAD AS A MEMBER OF GOM DELEGATIONS TO INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCES 

IN RECENT MONTHS. MAINLY AS A SHOWPIECE. HE REPORTEDLY 

UNSUCCESSFULLY ATTEMPTED TO CONTACT SDAR FONMIN HAKIM 
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DERWICH AT THE COLOMBO NAC LAST SUMMER, PRESUMABLY TO 
DEBATE THE LATTER. THE MOVE REPORTEDLY MADE SOME GOM 
OFFICIALS NERVOUS AND THERE MAY HAVE BEEN SOME CONCERN 
SINCE OVER HIS LOYALTIES. 

4.COMMENT: THE APPOINTMENT IS ANOTHER EXAMPLE OF THE 
PALACE'S TIME-TESTED TACTIC OF GO-OPTING POTENTIAL 
OPPOSITION ELEMENTS. IT IS ALSO A LONG-OVERDUE ATTEMPT 
TO INTEGRATE SCARECE SAHARAN TALENT INTO HIGHER LEVELS 
OF THE GOM APPARATUS. 

ANDERSON 
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